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” Go for Cod”

Cod Aquaculture,

production costs in Norway
(focus on-growing)

Jørgen Borthen

Norwegian Seafood Center
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” Go for Cod “ 1999-2008

National cod network (open also for international
members)

• “Go for cod!” A national nettwork which includes those
involved in cod farming; producers (farmers), researchers,
landbased-industry, exporters, institutions and Governmental.

• Organising meetings, projects with a national profile

• Yearly meeting – Bergen – Tromsø, several days – topics
chosen by members- next meeting Bergen11-13 February 2009

• Monthly newsletters, important information

• Totally more than 200 members

• Input to research areas

• Support to members; networking, research-projects etc.

• WEB site with updated news and information
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Nærøysund year 1993

Costs???

Nærøysund year 2007

Costs???
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Norwegian perspective of
costs…..farmed cod

• 1998: The cost per kg around 20 NOK (2,5
Euro)- all small scale Max 150 tons/company.

• 2008: The costs per kg around 20 NOK 2000
tons for established “full” scale (but 30 Nok
for upcoming companies)

Conclusion: Economy of scale:

Upscaling effects corresponds to the inflation
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Cost adding factors:
No priority Factors Action

3 Escapees

2 Maturation

1 Diseases

4 Feed

Weather

Scale/experiences
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Sum Resultats(over 6 yrs) Unit Light Without light Difference

Sales value 1000 NOK 100 946 90 522 10 424

Sum fixed costs 1000 NOK 24 406 23 600 806

Results sum over 6 yrs 1000 NOK (11 045) (17 743) 6 698

Results sum over 6 yrs incl rest
biomass 1000 NOK 401 (6 748) 7 149

Sold tons incl. restbiomass Tons 5 152 4 848 304

Total costs light 1000 NOK 3 187 - 3 187

Production costs per sold kg (incl.
biomass out of year 6) NOK/kg 21,46 21,96 -0,50

Results:

•Light gives around 7 mill NOK value added (6 % of Total sales)
•The total costs with light is around 3,2 mill NOK over 6 yrs,
•Cost of light: ca. 0,60 NOK per kg production of cod.
•The social value is an additional value

•But:

•Small companies ( 100 tons and below) not profitable
•We use 1 NOK per kW- if the cost is 4 NOK/kw,
the conclusion is no longer valid.
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Cost adding factors:
No priority Factors Action

3 Escapees

2 Maturation

1 Diseases

4 Feed

Weather ???

Scale/experiences
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EksportFamilyowned/Oslo Stock
market

Age: 25 years/5 years

Production 2 leading
companies:

2006/2007/2008: each1,000-
3,000 tons

Supplies fish regularly

throughout the year.

75 % exports

No of companies

Apr07 Sep08
No of companies with 1 licence 129 86
No of companies with 2 licences 32 37
No of companies with 3 licences 18 12
No of companies with 4 licences 7 6
No of companies with 5 licences 5 2
No of companies with 6 licences 4 6
No of companies with 7 licences 2 7
No of companies with 8 licences 0 1
No of companies with 9 licences 3 1
No of companies with 10 licences 2 2
No of companies with 11 licences 1 0
No of companies with 13 licences 0 1
No of companies with 14 licences 1 1
No of companies with 15 licences 1 2

No of companies with 16 licences 1 1

No of companies with 19 licences 0 1

No of companies with 20 licences 1 0

No of companies with 22 licences 1 0

No of companies with 38 licences 0 1

No of companies ongrowing Norway 208 167

Licences per company Ongrowing April 2007 andSeptember 2008
Kilde: Sats på torsk, bearbeidet fra råtall fra Fiskeridirektoratet.
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Cost adding factors:
No priority Factors Action
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Weather ??

Scale/experiences

Not only a question of costs

• Prices and product value
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Bergens Tidende
16.02.07

The good life!


